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Russia’s QR code regime is collapsing

It was never about public health and Russians know it

EDWARD SLAVSQUAT
The Russian government is still planning to push through a deeply
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unpopular nationwide QR code law—but making such legislation a reality
could be a tall order.
In some regions where QR codes are already in place, authorities have hastily
abandoned enforcement eﬀorts.

Resistance to QR codes in Russia has taken on many forms, including boycotts and
beating up ID inspectors. It is what it is.
Fed-up Russians are boycotting, bypassing, and beating people up.

Non-existent enforcement in Kazan
On November 22, Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan, became the ﬁrst city in Russia to
require QR codes for public transportation. The new rule led to absolute chaos:
buses were being delayed by twenty minutes or more as conductors struggled to check
QR codes—and there were numerous reports of angry passengers starting brawls.
It appears that Kazan basically… gave up. QR codes are still required to use public
transport, but the rule is not enforced in any meaningful way.
In early December, Ilya Zotov, a member of the Public Chamber of the Russian
Federation, Chairman of the All-Russian Association of Passengers, decided to
investigate how Kazan’s QR codes regime works in practice.
His ﬁndings were quite extraordinary:
https://truth11.com/2021/12/17/russias-qr-code-...

2 of 8

Russia’s QR Code Regime Is Collapsing | Truth1...

15/01/2022, 10:22

“Brieﬂy: I traveled on 4 diﬀerent bus routes, 1 trolleybus, and also in the
metro. What did I see in fact?
– on 4 bus routes the QR code was never asked;

– in the trolleybus they asked if I had a code, I said yes (which is true), but
they did not ask me to show it;
“In the metro, QR codes are checked at the entrance to the station, but you
can show any code (of a relative or friend), there is no data reconciliation,”
Zotov, wrote on his Telegram channel.
He also said that 70% of passengers were not complying with mask rules. The
takeaway? Maybe this is not such a good policy:
“I come to the conclusion that this whole imitation is not needed… It is
better for the authorities of Tatarstan to honestly admit this and cancel QR
codes in transport,” Zotov wrote.
Enforcement reportedly remains quite lax. At the Doctors for Truth conference in
Moscow on Sunday, your correspondent spoke with an activist who said that she
recently took several bus rides in Kazan without having to present a QR code.

The most dangerous job in Russia?
One of the problems with enforcing QR codes in Russia is that you can get stabbed for
doing it. On paper it sounds like a major growth industry, but is it really worth the lousy
pay and the constant beatings?
For example, at the end of November, a mall cop in Kazan was wounded in the arm with
a knife after he asked a man for his QR code.
In some parts of Russia, violent opposition to QR codes appears to have played
a key role in dropping the regime altogether.
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REGNUM, citing local media, reported that a city in Altai gave up on enforcing QR
codes in their shopping centers—partly due to the “very aggressive attitude of citizens
towards the procedure”:
According to one of the managers of the shopping center, two inspectors were
beaten up in the ﬁrst ten days of the introduction of the vaccination
inspection system in the Altai Territory.
We’ve read similar reports from across Russia.

St. Petersburg business revolt
St. Petersburg restauranteur Alexander Konovalov owns dozens of businesses. He
announced last month that he would not be complying with the city’s QR code rules:
“The introduction of QR codes, the assignment of numbers, as in a concentration
camp, is fascism. I have more than 200 establishments (among them bars,
hookah bars, bakeries, beauty salons), in all my establishments they will not
ask for a QR code. From time to time they come to us with checks, but we
simply do not pay attention to it. Let them come.”
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(Konovalov shared his “QR code” on his Instagram page, which reads: “Fuck you.”)
Notably, he claimed he has yet to be ﬁned for disobeying the “public health” measure.
Meanwhile, dozens of St. Petersburg residents have ﬁled a class action lawsuit
against the city government demanding the removal of the QR code regime.

United Russia continues to push for nationwide QR codes
Curiously, Putin’s United Russia continues to ignore overwhelming opposition to
legislation that would make QR codes mandatory nationwide for many aspects of
ordinary life:

https://truth11.com/2021/12/17/russias-qr-code-...

5 of 8

Russia’s QR Code Regime Is Collapsing | Truth1...

15/01/2022, 10:22

The United Russia party supported the bill on QR codes in public places,
subject to its deep revision. This was announced on Monday, December 13, by the
head of the faction in the State Duma, Vladimir Vasiliev.

Earlier this week it was announced that the State Duma had withdrawn parts of this bill
that called for QR codes for trains and air travel—but it turns out this was slightly
inaccurate:
“As for the introduction of QR codes in transport, this bill has not been
removed from the agenda, but sent for revision. It is being studied and
worked out in detail. As a doctor and as an MP, I believe it is very important to
maintain restrictive anti-epidemic measures in order to curb the growth of
morbidity. Tatyana Alekseevna Golikova came to the State Duma, she answered
questions in great detail, with all the clariﬁcations. In public places, QR codes will
be valid. The only exception will be grocery stores and pharmacies. And all other
publicly accessible places will be admitted only by QR codes. These are restaurants,
theaters, museums, shopping centers—all of this will be done using QR codes,” said
[United Russia member] Tamara Frolova, member of the State Duma Health
Protection Commission.

What is the public health benefit of these codes? Can anyone explain this?
And why does United Russia continue to pursue brazen political suicide?
It’s very weird.
As we’ve mentioned before, the Russian government will probably need to simulate a
fake alien invasion in order to spook people into accepting a digital ausweis. In the
meantime, Russians will continue to use QR codes taken from washing machines to
gain access to their local shopping centers.
It’s Russia.
(Special thanks to cherished reader and Russian media veteran, Lil’ Kremlin, for passing
along hot tips about the QR code meltdown. If you also have hot Russia scoops, we
want them!)
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The Liberty Beacon Project is now expanding at a near exponential rate, and for
this we are grateful and excited! But we must also be practical. For 7 years we have
not asked for any donations, and have built this project with our own funds as we
grew. We are now experiencing ever increasing growing pains due to the large
number of websites and projects we represent. So we have just installed donation
buttons on our websites and ask that you consider this when you visit them. Nothing
is too small. We thank you for all your support and your considerations … (TLB)

••••
Comment Policy: As a privately owned web site, we reserve the right to remove
comments that contain spam, advertising, vulgarity, threats of violence, racism, or
personal/abusive attacks on other users. This also applies to trolling, the use of more
than one alias, or just intentional mischief. Enforcement of this policy is at the
discretion of this websites administrators. Repeat oﬀenders may be blocked or
permanently banned without prior warning.

••••
Disclaimer: TLB websites contain copyrighted material the use of which has not
always been speciﬁcally authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such
material available to our readers under the provisions of “fair use” in an eﬀort to
advance a better understanding of political, health, economic and social issues. The
material on this site is distributed without proﬁt to those who have expressed a prior
interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use
copyrighted material for purposes other than “fair use” you must request
permission from the copyright owner.

••••
Disclaimer: The information and opinions shared are for informational purposes
only including, but not limited to, text, graphics, images and other material are not
intended as medical advice or instruction. Nothing mentioned is intended to be a
substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis or treatment.
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